
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING NOTES 

NOVEMBER 19, 2021 

 

1.  Father David opened the meeting with a prayer from his book of 

blessings at 6:30 pm.  The following members were in attendance; Fr. 

David Leibham, Tammie Rucker, Cy Richards, Wayne Hussey, David Dart, 

Dana Brown, Kathleen Morgan, Scott Tracy, Stephanie Gregoire and Jane 

Heckler. 

2. Fr. David discussed the new Altar consecration which occurred on October 

30, 2021.  He stated that Bishop Vazquez was impressed with the parish 

involvement and was particularly grateful to the Pastoral Council for their 

efforts at wiping the chrism oil off of the altar.  Those members who 

participated in the event expressed their gratitude for being asked to 

participate and commented on how moving the experience was.  The 

dioceses professional photographer has given access to all of the photos 

taken during the consecration for use on our website.  

3. Fr. David discussed how Emmaus Parish will be involved in the 2021-2023 

Synod on Synodality called by Pope Francis.  He announced that 

Stephanie Gregoire would be the Emmaus point person for this effort.  He 

explained that since Vatican II, the Pope is required to call a synod every 6 

years.  This one is to involve a series of listening sessions at the parish 

level.  The Pope wants to hear from the people.  The Diocese of Austin is 

currently preparing training videos for facilitators.  More information 

about the synod will be forthcoming in the new year.  Fr.  David and 

Stephanie Gregoire requested the assistance of the Pastoral Council in the 

process. 

4. Fr. David also discussed the upcoming plans for the celebration of the 

Diocese of Austin’s 75th Anniversary which will coorelate with USCCB 

2021-2024 Eucharistic Revival Initiative:  A Mystery to be Believed, A 

Mystery to be Celebrated and A Mystery to be Lived.  The Jubilee will 

begin with a Diocesan Mass on November 19, 2022 and will be followed 



by a number of activities throughout the year including a Eucharistic 

Procession. 

5. Fr. David then discussed his last 16 months as pastor at Emmaus.  He 

pointed out several things that he loves about the parish including the 

fact that we have strong personalities, talented parishioners, and that his 

values fit the values of the parishioners.  He also provided the Pastoral 

Council with his four Principles that govern his decisions; stability, loyalty, 

kindness and simplicity.  He admitted that his leadership style in not 

typical and that he focuses his attention toward building relationships 

through pastoral care.  He stated that the challenges are minor but 

include the formation of liturgical ministers, the presentation of the 

buildings and grounds.  Fr. David also acknowledged that some are still 

“grieving” the loss of the previous pastor and the loss of the previous 

interior of the church.  He expressed his gratitude for the experience of 

seven months of Masses in the Great Hall because it gave him a chance to 

get closer to the parishioners.  In the future Fr. David would like to 

continue building community in the parish, service to others and the 

establishment of his four principles of stability, loyalty, kindness and 

simplicity. 

6. Fr. David invited the Pastoral Council and their plus ones, to a Holiday 

Social Gathering at the rectory on December 16th.  Pastoral Council 

members are asked to bring a snack and possible a bottle of wine. 

7. Fr. David closed the meeting with a prayer at 7:35 pm 


